English IV Syllabus

Mr. Chambers, Room T304 

Billy.Chambers@fortbendisd.com
http://campuses.fortbendisd.com/campuses/ths/ 

Required Supplies

· One or two inch binder with loose leaf paper inside* required in class every day
· Blue or black ink pens required daily
· Sharpened pencils for scantron tests (not having one on test day results in a consequence) 
· Planner/calendar to keep up with assignments for English as well as other classes
· Ream of paper, hand sanitizer, or box of tissues brought in at the beginning of the year
· Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton
· Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
· The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R. Tolkien
*Note:  Students should keep all handouts, notes, and work to be used to study for tests and quizzes.  

Please keep an organized binder and planner. You will not be reminded of this. 

It is your responsibility to keep up with your work and ask for make-up assignments!

Class Rules

· Tardy Policy – The door will be shut and locked when the tardy bell rings. You will receive a consequence if you are not in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings.

· Supplies – Have a pen, pencil, and your English IV binder with you every day. If you are not prepared for class you will receive a disciplinary and academic consequence.

· Respect – Always show the utmost respect for yourself and others and we will all have a great year. Also, respect that it is my job to enforce the policies of FBISD. I do not discuss grades during class, ever. If you have questions, please come before or after school. No exceptions!
· Academic Dishonesty (including plagiarism) – even glancing at another student’s paper during a test can result in an automatic zero. Using anyone else’s words or ideas without proper citation is plagiarism and an automatic zero. All work will be verified on the internet. 
Late and Make-up Work Policies
· Late work - 1 day = 30 pts off, 2 days = 40 pts off, 3 days = 50 pts off. This is before points are deducted for wrong answers. After the 3rd day, you may not turn it in. No exceptions. 

· Make-up work - If you miss an assignment or assessment, it is your responsibility to set the make-up time with me.  If the assignment is incomplete at the next progress report or report card your grade will be recorded as “0” and will not be changed under any circumstances. If you are absent for any reason, including school activities, you are still held responsible for the deadlines for major essays/compositions and projects announced earlier. Work assigned before the absence is due the day you return to school.  Otherwise, you have one day for each day you were absent to make up the missed assignments.
Grading Policy
· Major grades = 50% (includes essays, tests, research, certain projects)

· Daily/Minor grades = 50% (includes participation, quizzes, journals, homework, and any other assignment that is not a major grade)

Course Material
This course is organized chronologically according to literary movements in British literature.

· Anglo-Saxon Period

· Medieval  Period

· Renaissance Period

· Enlightenment Period
· Romantic Period

· Victorian Period

· Modern Period

· Post-Modern Period

For the above readings students will identify and comprehend elements of plot, conflicts, themes, setting and characterizations. Students will also demonstrate the relationship between the works and the context or writer’s environment. Guiding questions such as, “What is the nature of Man? What are the obligations of the individual to society? What are the sources of conflict between society and its members?” – will be explored throughout all the texts. 
In addition, we will write several essays of various types: literary criticism, expository, research…etc. All essays will be typed, turned in on Turnitin.com to check for plagiarism, and all must adhere strictly to MLA format guidelines.
Discipline Consequences

· First offense – verbal warning in class or student/teacher conference in the hall

· Second offense –  parent/teacher conference (by phone or e-mail), coaches notified, conduct grade adjusted to Needs Improvement

· Third offense and beyond – No further warnings given for the rest of the year – immediate office referral and/or lunch detention, parents and coaches notified, and conduct grade lowered to Unsatisfactory.

These consequences are cumulative for the entire year. They do not “reset” at any point. I will keep meticulous discipline records. I cannot do my job and students cannot learn if you are disruptive and disrespectful. Please be mindful of this and considerate of others at all times.

Unfamiliar with classroom expectations in FBISD? Please consult the student handbook at http://www.fortbend.k12.tx.us/ under the “Parents” tab. The student code of conduct is very specific about what is expected in the classroom and on campus.

Tutorials
Tutorials will be offered twice a week. If the scheduled time conflicts with the student’s prior responsibilities it is the student’s responsibility to ask for extra assistance in class or from peers and adults outside of class or to arrange a different tutorial time with the teacher. 

